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Welcome From Your Hosts
Terry HumpHreys, pH.D, AND  

KAwArTHA sexuAl AssAulT CeNTre

We are delighted to host Canada’s first academic and community-based research  
conference on sexual consent. Over the past couple of years, unprecedented attention has 
been paid to consent issues, specifically the CBC’s investigation of colleges’ and universities’ 
sexual violence policies, the Jian Ghomeshi sexual assault case, to an overhaul of Ontario’s 
health and physical education curriculum and the Action Plan against Sexual Violence and 
Harassment. This is an important national conversation, and we thank you for choosing to 
attend.  That many of you have decided to travel long distances for this conference serves 
to remind us all just how important our work is.

The Sexual Consent Conference 2016 is committed to fostering active learning from one  
another. This conference focuses on the issues of sexual consent from an intersectional, 
inter-sectorial approach.  Our mission is to provide a platform over two days for rich and 
critical conversations between our speakers and those who work with the complexities of 
sexual consent with people of all ages in multiple settings.

This conference also represents the culmination of the Kawartha Sexual Assault Centre’s 
work funded by Status of Women Canada. Our conference program includes many  
wonderful academics, researchers, and service providers actively working towards a better 
understanding of sexual consent in various contexts.  We are honored to have such a  
fantastic array of speakers.  

Our hope is that you will leave the conference with new insights and knowledge that you 
can apply in your own work.  Prepare yourself to be challenged and inspired.

Sincerely, 

Terry Humphreys, Ph.D., &  
Sonya Vellenga, Executive Director, Kawartha Sexual Assault Centre

Conference Co-Chairs



Sexual Consent Conference 2016
TAble of CoNTeNTs

Conference Agenda          2

Artists-in-Residence          4

Poets-in-Residence          5

DAY 1 : Thursday, June 2

 Morning Plenary Speaker | Dr. Terry Humphreys     7 
 Afternoon Plenary Speakers | Native Youth Sexual Health Network  8 
 Morning Sessions A-D        9 
 Poster Presentations         13 
 Afternoon Sessions E-H        15

The Power of Our Voices         19

DAY 2 : Friday, June 3

 Morning Plenary Speaker | Dr. Lori Schindel-Martin    21 
 Afternoon Plenary Speakers | Dr. Charlene Senn     22 
 Morning Sessions A-D        23 
 Poster Presentations           27 
 Afternoon Sessions E-H        29

@consent2016 :  page 1 



@consent2016 :  page 2

Sexual Consent Conference 2016
JuNe 2 AGeNDA : DAy 1

•	 8:30 am : Registration

•	 9:00 am : Welcome Ceremony

•	 9:15 am : Plenary Speaker 
Attitudes and Beliefs about Sexual Consent | Dr. Terry Humphreys, Trent University

•	 10:30 am : Morning Break

•	 10:45 am : Session Presentations 
1A) “I Don’t Want to be a Cockblock” - Conversations about Consent and Bystander  
       Intervention | Julie Lalonde, Draw-the-Line 
1B) One Size Doesn’t Fit All - Bridging Consent Culture to Racialized Communities’  
       Experiences within the Canadian Context | Yamikani Msosa, Sexual Assault Support  
       Centre of Ottawa 
1C) Primary Prevention Education - COPA’s Approach to Consent and Rights for  
       Everyone | Soula Christin Gountouvas and Alain Saleh, COPA 
1D) Criminal Law-Intoxication, Consent, and Capacity | Meaghan Cunningham and Jill  
       Witkin, Ministry of the Attorney General 

•	 12:00 pm : Lunch and Poster Viewing

•	 1:00 pm : Session Presentations 
1E) Consent Culture on Campus Panel | Eleanor McGrath, Wilfrid Laurier University;    
       Allison Hector-Alexander, Durham College; and Karly Rath, Neha Soni and Taylor  
       Berzins, Advocates for a Student Culture of Consent 
1F) Without Consent - Conceptualizations and Implications of Sexual Assault on  
       Gay Men | Mikiki, Central Toronto Community Health Centre; Andrew Zealley, York               
       University; and Suzanne Paddock, Toronto People with AIDS Foundation 
1G) Consent and relationships - Early Prevention Intervention, Long Term Impact |  
       Keetha Mercer, Canadian Women’s Foundation 
1H) Women and ‘Consent’ in Online Spaces | Nicole MacDougall and Julia Chan,  
       Queen’s University

•	 2:15 pm : Afternoon Break

•	 2:30 pm : Plenary Speaker 
Colonial Consent and Indigenous Bodies, Land, and Water | Native Youth Sexual Health 
Network

•	 3:45 pm : Orientation for Evening Events

•	 4:45 pm : Bus to Peterborough for Evening Events

•	 6:30 pm : The Power of Our Voices at Market Hall, Peterborough
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
JuNe 3 AGeNDA : DAy 2

•	 8:30 am : Registration

•	 9:00 am : Morning Greetings

•	 9:15 am : Plenary Speaker 
Sexual Consent, Dementia, Aging | Dr. Lori Schindel Martin

•	 10:30 am : Morning Break

•	 10:45 am : Session Presentations 
2A) Negotiating Conflicting Meanings of Sexual Consent - Implications for Sexual       
       Violence Prevention | Dr. Melanie Beres, University of Otago, New Zealand  
2B) Mnaadendamowin (Respect) - All Relations Start With This | Nancy Stevens and  
       Delores Lalonde, Niijkiwendidaa Anishnaabekwewag Services Circle 
2C) #webelieveyou - Exploring the Role of Fathers in Sexual Violence Prevention  
        and Responses | Ian DeGeer, Wilfrid Laurier University and Kate Bojin, White  
       Ribbon Campaign  
2D) Communicating HIV Status: Disclosure, Criminalization, and Consent | Dr. Eric  
       Mykhalovskiy, York University; Dr. Terry Humphreys, Trent University;  Dr. Rosana    
       Salvaterra, Peterborough County-City Health Unit; and James Wilton, Ontario HIV  
       Treatment Network

•	 12:00 pm : Lunch and Poster Viewing

•	 1:00 pm : Session Presentations 
2E) Neurobiology of Trauma-Implications on Sexual Assault and Consent | Diana         
       Tikasz, Hamilton Health Sciences 
2F) Self-Care as Warfare - The Art of Healthy Queer Relationships | anya gwynne,  
       Rainbow Youth @PARN 
2G) Consent is in the Curriculum, So How Do We Teach It? | Shannon Salisbury,        
       University of Toronto/OISE 
2H) Complexities of Youth Victimization and Criminalization Panel | Emily Chan,  
       Justice for Children and Youth and Pearl Rimer, Boost Child & Youth Advocacy  
       Centre

•	 2:15 pm : Afternoon Break

•	 2:30 pm : Plenary Speaker 
Evidence-Based Campus Sexual Violence Interventions | Dr. Charlene Senn

•	 3:45 pm : Closing Ceremony and Final Thoughts
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
ArTisTs-iN-resiDeNCe

Ronnie Rene Ritchie is a comic artist, illustrator, and storyteller working out of  
Peterborough, Ontario. A BFA graduate from the Pacific Northwest College of Art in  
Portland, Oregon, Ronnie works as a Contributing Comic Artist for the online magazine 
Everyday Feminism. Ronnie has had art featured in the Sweet Treats zine and the Pacific 
Rim charity fanbook Beyond the Breach, as well as published their own zine of comics from 
GQutie, their autobiographical webcomic. Several of Ronnie’s pinups are also displayed as 
part of the permanent collection at Come As You Are in Toronto, Ontario.

Ronnie Ritchie

Tia Cavanagh was born in Elliot Lake, Ontario in 1984. She is Ojibway from the Sagamok 
Nation. Cavanagh works predominantly with the medium of painting but also works with 
mediums such as fabric, wood and other natural materials. She is currently finishing her 
Bachelors of Arts at the Ontario College of Art and Design University and plans to take her 
Masters in Aboriginal Education. Taking upon different mediums in her work that best sup-
port her message, Cavanagh works with themes of identity, awareness, colonization, con-
temporary Aboriginal peoples issues and an exploration of ‘self’.

Tia Cavanagh
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
poeTs-iN-resiDeNCe

Toronto native Reesee Zigga Zagga has made a name for herself as a renaissance woman: 
she is a renowned photographer, celebrated poet and dedicated humanitarian. Her drive 
and talent led her to create a strong photography portfolio which today includes Drake, 
Chris Bosh, Dr. Oz, Mýa, Ciara, and more. In 2012, Reesee founded Reclaim Your Voice, a 
nonprofit organization which creates safe spaces for survivors of abuse to share their  
stories.  Since creating this movement, she has facilitated events, performed spoken word 
poetry at platforms like TEDx, and is a frequent guest speaker at schools. She is the  
recipient of the 2014 Yinnergy Award for her work in the Malvern Community, and the 
2015 VolunteerToronto Legacy Award.

Reesee Zigga Zagga

Wes Ryan is a genre-mashing performance artist based in Peterborough, Ontario. With a 
penchant for physical comedy and narrative, Wes addresses social injustices with slap-stick 
tenacity and lyrical acrobatics. A member of the Peterborough Poetry Slam Collective, he 
has twice represented the city at the Canadian Independent Poetry Slam, was Peterborough 
Slam Champion in 2013 and 2014, and has organized many events including Artsweek 
Peterborough 2014, and Slamtario Provincial Spoken Word Festival 2015. After surviving 
traumatic brain injury in 2007, Wes returned to school and is an award winning graduate of 
Fleming College’s SSW program on his way to study Social Work at Trent University. 

Wes Ryan



DAY 1 : NOTES



Attitudes and Beliefs about Sexual Consent
Dr. Terry Humphreys, Trent University
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG pleNAry speAKer : DAy 1

Sexual consent has received heightened national attention in the last couple of years as a 
key construct in understanding and preventing sexual violence and assault; but what do we 
know about how people negotiate sexual consent in their day-to-day sexual  
interactions? How do people communicate their own sexual consent to their partners? Do 
they? How do they know if they have sexual consent from their partners? Do gender and 
context make a difference? In this talk, I will review and explore what we know from the 
behavioural research about how people communicate sexual consent. An understanding 
of normative behaviours can provide insights into the effectiveness of our prevention and 
intervention efforts.



Colonial Consent and Indigenous Bodies, 
Lands, and Waters 
Native Youth Sexual Health Network

Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN pleNAry speAKer : DAy 1

Join the Native Youth Sexual Health Network facilitators and organizers to learn about how 
colonialism has impacted current realities of sexual violence against Indigenous women, 
girls, Two-Spirit, Trans and gender non-conforming peoples. This plenary session looks at 
the ways in which colonialism has denied and ignored self-determination and autonomy 
over Indigenous bodies and the multi-faceted issues Indigenous bodies, communities and 
Nations are faced with as a result.
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“I Don’t Want to be a Cockblock” - Conversations about 
Consent and Bystander Intervention 
Julie Lalonde, Draw-the-Line 
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

Since 2012, I have been presenting Draw-the-line.ca material to general audiences across 
Ontario and parts of Canada. Although the intended goal is to equip bystanders with  
practical tools for intervening should they witness sexual violence, the presentations very 
quickly uncover common myths and stereotypes that folks subscribe to regarding consent. 
This presentation uses real feedback provided by workshop participants to make a case for 
the complicating of conversations about bystander intervention. 

This session critiques current simplistic conversations about consent and bystander  
intervention. Our goal will be to provide concrete ways in which we can more effectively  
engage bystanders and create sex-positive spaces for dialogue on sexual violence. At the 
end of this session, participants will have concrete measures for developing - and  
implementing - effective bystander intervention programming in their communities/ 
campuses/safe(r) spaces.

Session 1A : Room 115



One Size Doesn’t Fit All - Bridging Consent Culture to        
Racialized Communities’ Experiences Within the Canadian 
Context 
Yamikani Msosa, Sexual Assault Support Centre of Ottawa 
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

“One size doesn’t fit all” focuses on challenging mainstream discourse/public education on 
consent culture and attempts to bridge cultural relevance towards immigrant and refugee 
communities. The presentation applies anti-oppression/anti-racist praxis to identify  
alternative ways of engaging racialized communities in discussions of sexual violence and 
meanings of context. 

This session will inspire discussion about consent that is more accessible to individuals who 
do not fit within the Canadian white mainstream culture. It will also explore work already  
being done within various communities, including public education tools. 

Session 1B : Room 112



Primary Prevention Education - COPA’s Approach to Consent 
and Rights for Everyone
Soula Christin Gountouvas and Alain Saleh, COPA
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

COPA’s primary prevention education expertise, resources and training aim to ensure that 
children’s rights, human rights and consent are at the core of everyone’s realities. COPA’s 
session will focus on empowerment-based approaches to strengthening individual and  
system capacity and confidence in promoting young people’s and adult’s rights in  
educational settings. Practical strategies for individual and collective intervention to  
interrupt violence while supporting positive social change will be explored. 

Some theoretical questions will be explored in this session, including:

• How power relations between young people and adults operate at a systemic and  
interpersonal level to increase children’s vulnerability to sexual violence through 
“adultism”

• How adultism is manifested in daily life, breaching young people’s personal limits and 
undermining their integration of the notion of consent

• Ways adults can help young people learn about consent by acting as allies and role 
models, respecting and defending their (and everyone’s) personal and human rights

• Ways adults can support and work with young people to create individual and systemic 
positive change leading to violence prevention and promoting equity and inclusion

• Strategies and tools used by COPA to explore notions of power and rights in age- 
appropriate ways in JK-Grade 12 classrooms, as well as with parents, caregivers,  
teachers and other school staff members

Session 1C : Room 111



Criminal Law - Intoxication, Consent and Capacity 
Meaghan Cunningham and Jill Witkin, Ministry of the  
Attorney General
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

This presentation will give an overview of the law on consent in Canada and the current 
state of the law on issues around intoxication (when a victim is intoxicated), consent and the 
ability (or inability) to give consent. The presentation will also address the criminal  
defence of “mistaken belief in consent” and what must be established for that defence to 
be advanced by the accused in a criminal prosecution. We will also cover which testimonial 
aids are available to victims testifying in a criminal trial and whether the defence can ask 
her about her prior sexual history or gain access to her private records (for example medical 
records, counselling records or a diary). 

Attendees will learn more about the law in Canada on sexual assault, consent, and what 
must be proven by the Crown for a sexual violence prosecution to result in a conviction and 
what defences an accused person can use to advance in these cases. 

Session 1D : Room 117



Women’s Experiences of Verbal Sexual Coercion
Anne Rudzinski and Dr. Dusty Johnstone, University of Windsor
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
luNCH : posTer preseNTATioNs

This academic-based research aims to understand how women label or acknowledge unwanted sexual experiences that oc-
curred due to verbal coercion or pressure, and the role of their relationship with the man whom they had this experience 
with. As both verbal coercion and having a previous relationship with the perpetrator are predictive of not acknowledging 
experiences, this research uses a sample of women who indicated they did not acknowledge. Due to this effect on the 
labelling process, and the commonality of coercion in heterosexual scripts, questions regarding how women understand 
or acknowledge experiences of verbal coercion in different types of relationships need to be addressed. Participants are 
16 undergraduate women at the University of Windsor. Data is currently being collected via an online qualitative survey. 
Results focus on the ways normative heterosexuality services to obscure expressions of non-consent. 

12:15 pm - Atrium : Peter Gzowski College

Adolescent Girls’ Experiences of Unwanted Heterosexual Intercourse
Anita Shaw and Dr. Jacqueline Holler, University of Northern British Columbia

In an on-line, retrospective study of adolescents’ experiences of heterosexual intercourse, 100 women (61%) from a com-
munity sample had experienced intercourse with a boyfriend or partner ‘when they didn’t really want to.’ Although many 
of the women ‘knew at the time’ that the sex was unwanted, approximately one-third of this sample had only realized 
later. Thematic analysis, exploring how the women had come to view their experiences as unwanted, found support for 
four themes: women who always knew, women who changed from wanting to not wanting, women who did not know, and 
women who would have known. Statistical analysis supported the hypothesis that frequency of unwanted sexual experi-
ence is related to awareness of unwantedness. Feminist research privileges women’s experiences. Considering women’s 
knowledge regarding the factors that influenced their participating in unwanted intercourse - what women knew, when 
they knew, and influences on knowing - enriches understandings of sexual consent. 

Effectiveness of Consent-Centred Education in Reducing Sexual Violence
Graham Watson, MSW, RSW

Public education and media campaigns often rely on the assumption that a lack of knowledge about sexual consent is a 
root cause of sexual violence. Thus, the vast majority of prevention efforts have focused on teaching at-risk populations 
about consent. However, the best practice responses to sexual violence should be built upon a strong foundation of  
evidence, rather than assumptions. This poster will present academic research on the myriad of factors shown to place 
a person at risk for sexually violent behaviour. Evidence-based prevention programs will be explored to see what specific 
interventions are most effective, with a particular focus on the impact consent education has on reducing sexual violence 
and/or sexual violence risk. 



Creating Consent: Conflating Compliance with Consent in Men’s Sex Advice 
and Media
Stephanie Cosma, Derek Cozzi and Maria Gurevich, Ryerson University
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
luNCH : posTer preseNTATioNs

Findings from a study on men’s sex advice and pick-up-artist media are presented. Adopting a feminist post-structuralist 
lens, discourse analysis was conducted to identify and interrogate messages about consent in these online sources of sex 
and relationship education for me. Analysis revealed that a) obtaining consent was framed as still to develop, and entirely 
within the male subject’s control and ability to attain, b) consent was required for the male subject’s efforts of pursuit to 
elicit praise from other men, and c) consent was positioned as a challenge and obstacle to conquer, yet silently assumed 
until met with explicit resistance. Discordantly, women were positioned as in full control of and responsible for their sexual 
experiences. Postfeminist discourses that suggest gender equality has been reached and discourses of  
neoliberalism (choices, responsibility, and self-maintenance) converged to (re)produce rules about what is considered 
achieved and acceptable female consent. 

12:30 - Atrium : Peter Gzowski College

Safe S.P.A.C.E. (Students and Partners Against Cyber-Violence Everywhere) 
Sarah Rogers, Victim Services Toronto 
We live in a time where research, laws and policies alone cannot keep up with the unprecedented rapid technological 
change and increasing incidents of cyber-violence. Young women continue to over represent those sexually victimized on 
and offline. Therefore, in preventing and responding to cyber-violence, it is essential youth voices be at the forefront of 
a multifaceted and coordinated approach amongst community service providers, law enforcement, school boards, digital 
media companies, parents/guardians and community members. In April 2014, Victim Services Toronto launched a two 
year Status of Women Canada funded cyber-violence initiative, Project Safe S.P.A.C.E. (Students & Partners Against Cyber-
Violence Everywhere), to prevent and reduce cyber-violence within a Gender based Analysis Framework. This includes: 
internet luring, harassment, bullying, stalking, and threats of violence and sexual violence using social media. This commu-
nity based research poster shares key highlights from the youth needs assessment comprised of youth focus groups and 
an online survey.

Bridging the Gap - An Educational Tool to Connect Rape Culture and Physical 
Acts of Sexual Violence
Dylan Schentag and Dr. Dusty Johnstone, University of Windsor 
Rape culture is an increasingly well-known term, and yet for many students, it remains abstract and intangible. It has been 
our experience, as sexual assault prevention educators, that male students in particular struggle to see the connection 
between low level forms of rape culture (such as rape jokes and slut shaming) and acts of physical violence. We know from 
the social psychological literature that most men do not commit physical acts of sexual violence, however we  
psychologically distance ourselves from the belief that we could possible know the men who do (when statistically it is 
probable). The exercise that is presented in this project grows from academic research as well as applied practice within 
our educational community. We present an exercise that can help make the effects of rape culture tangible and aids 
young men in recognizing their own complicity in contributing to rape culture and sexual violence, while minimizing  
defensiveness.



Consent Culture on Campus Panel
Eleanor McGrath, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Allison Hector-Alexander, Durham College
Karly Rath, Neha Soni, and Taylor Berzins, Advocates for a Student 
Culture of Consent
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

This session will explore consent culture on multiple post-secondary campuses in Ontario 
through the lens of research, university student advocacy and campus action. 

Eleanor McGrath will present research on the timely topic of how much young adults know 
about sexual consent in terms of legal definitions in Canada. Based on her research, she will 
explore the connections between how people learned about it and how confident they are 
in using their knowledge. 

Allison Hector-Alexander and Kristi McNabney will present the ‘Yes Means Yes’ campaign at 
Durham College as an engagement tool to inspire dialogue about positive perspectives for 
the ownership and personal agency of a person’s decisions and sexual experiences. They 
will describe the planning, key stakeholders and discussions this campaign has leveraged.

Karly Rath, Neha Soni and Taylor Berzins will deliver a student-based perspective on  
creating a culture of consent on campus. They will describe involvement in sexual violence 
policy writing, creating sex-positive and inclusive consent campaigns and their personal 
involvement in ‘Consent is Golden: Do You Get It?’ at Wilfrid Laurier University. 

Session 1E : Room 111



Without Consent - Conceptualizations and Implications of 
Sexual Assault on Gay Men 
Mikiki, Central Toronto Community Health Centre  
Andrew Zealley, York University
Suzanne Paddock, Toronto People with AIDS Foundation 
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

This session, through a panel discussion and artistic presentation, will feature gay men  
living with HIV/AIDS, artist activists, artist researchers and HIV service providers.  
Together, they will explore conceptualizations of sexual assault and sexual consent within 
gay culture(s) outside of heteronormativity, the realities of HIV disclosure and informed 
consent in law, life for gay men living with HIV/AIDS, and navigation of the sexual assault 
services landscape as ‘victim’ and ‘perpetrator’ for gay men.

The objective of this panel discussion is to increase cultural competence (regarding how gay 
men experience and conceptualize sexual consent and sexual assault) in supporting gay 
men, decrease stigma and discrimination towards people living with HIV/AIDS, and increase 
supportive environments for gay men through arts practice-led knowledge production and 
dissemination. 

Session 1F : Room 115



Consent and Relationships - Early Prevention Intervention, 
Long Term Impact
Keetha Mercer, Canadian Women’s Foundation 
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

The Canadian Women’s Foundation’s approach to ending gender based violence is rooted in 
evidence that providing early prevention education has long term impacts on  
preventing and addressing intimate partner violence later in life. Through our multi-year 
national project on teen healthy relationships - including funding and field building - as well 
as our national campaign on consent, we are involved in multi-sectoral discussions of  
intergenerational understandings/misunderstanding of consent. As in all of our work, this 
issue is focused within an intersectional feminist framework.

Canadian Women’s Foundation’s model for working with organizations involves capacity 
building, shared learning, and collective action. The 17 organizations funded are all  
running teen healthy relationships programs with youth aged 11 to 19. They are long-term 
interventions with specific goals to increase knowledge and skills around navigating healthy 
interpersonal relationships with peers, family and intimate partner relationships. In addition, 
there is a national evaluation following the programs on multiple levels and providing  
numerous items for reflection and improvement when looking at effectiveness of programs. 

In this session, I will share knowledge from our funded programs including what  
intervention content works and what does not, understanding of how to engage community 
to move ahead pro-actively on this issue, information from campaigns and polls, and  
discussion of the intergenerational continuum of consent.

Session 1G : Room 112



Women and ‘Consent’ in Online Spaces
Nicole MacDougall and Julia Chan, Queen’s University
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN sessioN preseNTer : DAy 1

What does it mean to consent to be online? What does consent mean in the online  
environment? How do discourses around online and sexual consent converge and diverge? 
What control should you have over your digital persona and/or the material you produce 
when you participate online, and how does this control relate to consent? 

In this session, we will be posing these questions and sharing research to build a better  
understanding of the nature of control over material in the digital, networked environment. 
Together we will build greater competency of how issues of consent function when they 
move from the offline to the online, the ways women modify or are expected to modify 
their behaviours online to avoid harassment, and discourses of victim blaming in online  
harassment.

Session 1H : Room 117





DAY 2 : NOTES
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG pleNAry speAKer : DAy 2

Assessment, interpretation and management of sexual behaviours experienced by older 
people with dementia requires examination and further development. In long-term care 
homes, while there is an expectation to promote the fulfillment of human need for intimacy 
and to accommodate responsive behaviours, legal requirements emphasize consent and 
capacity considerations. I will unpack the negative social discourse surrounding sexual  
expression and consent in the dementia context, and will discuss humanistic policy and 
practice guidelines that take into account both what it means to promote healthy fulfillment 
of basic human sexual needs, and what it means to be a practitioner with legal  
responsibilities to provide due care.

At the end of the plenary presentation participants will be able to describe the common 
concerns clinicians and families who care for older people living with dementia with respect 
to intimacy and sexual health; understand how to interpret intimacy and sexual expression; 
and discuss sexual health with older people living with dementia and their families.

Sexual Consent, Dementia, and Aging
Dr. Lori Schindel Martin, Ryerson University



Evidence-Based Campus Sexual Violence  
Interventions 
Dr. Charlene Senn, University of Windsor

Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN pleNAry speAKer : DAy 2

We have known about the high rates of sexual violence on campus for over 30 years. Our 
efforts to reduce sexual violence have been largely ineffective. I will explore the two  
approaches with demonstrated effectiveness, interventions to empower campus citizens to 
take action on sexual violence and sexual assault resistance education for women. These  
approaches are complementary and when used together are our best hope for a future 
where sexual violence is no longer commonplace. 

@consent2016 :  page 22



Negotiating Conflicting Meanings of Sexual Consent - 
Implications for Sexual Violence Prevention 
Dr. Melanie Beres, University of Otago, New Zealand  
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 2

By looking across multiple sets of data, we can uncover complex and contradictory  
understandings of sexual consent. Multiple sets of data consisting of 188 consent-focused 
education materials and interviews with 14 anti-sexual violence educators and 89 people 
of diverse sexual orientations and gender identities inform this workshop. I will guide you 
through uncovering the tensions between different understandings of consent, with  
suggestions for future directions for prevention education and research. 

Through this presentation, you will understand how consent is conceptualized in three  
different contexts: 1) in consent focused anti-sexual violence material, 2) by educators who 
teach consent within sexual violence prevention, and 3) by people reflecting on their own 
sexual relationships. Different conceptualizations of sexual consent can contradict each 
other, and from this presentation, you will be able to identify and develop ideas about how 
educational materials can be produced in a way that is consistent with perceptions of con-
sent among adults engaging in sex and educational efforts of primary prevention.

Session 2A : Room 117



Mnaadendamowin (Respect) - All Relations Start with This 
Nancy Stevens and Delores Lalonde,  
Niijkiwendidaa Anishnaabekwewag Services Circle
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 2

Indigenous teachings regarding relations of any kind start with the teaching of respect:  
respect for self and others. All Indigenous cultures have their own unique practices to  
acknowledge the passage from childhood to adulthood. This session will focus on how these 
practices are foundational, creating respectful, healthy intimate relationships. 

Participants will gain an understanding of Indigenous cultural practices and values, and how 
those values are used to create a foundation of respect for all relations. More specifically, 
this session will focus on the coming-of-age teachings and practices that set the tone for 
the youth’s responsibilities as an adult to engage in respectful, intimate relationships. 

Session 2B : Gathering Space or Tipi (Weather Dependant)



#webelieveyou - Exploring the Role of Fathers in  
Sexual Violence Prevention and Responses 
Ian DeGeer, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Kate Bojin, White Ribbon Campaign 
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Sexual Consent Conference 2016
morNiNG sessioN preseNTer : DAy 2

This presentation will explore the important role that fathers can play in ending sexual  
violence. Fathers occupy a unique cultural role: as role models to young males, fathers have 
the ability to help develop healthy norms regarding sexuality and reinforce the importance 
of consent; as role models to young females, the role of father is often seen as protector 
and defender of their daughters. Recent research suggest links between the importance of 
fathers believing their daughters’ disclosure regarding sexual violence and their daughter’s 
quality of life outcomes. This session will explore the terrain of fatherhood engagement and 
the important ways in which fathers can end sexual violence. 

Attendees of this session will be offered the opportunity to dialogue about the importance 
of father engagement in ending sexual violence. We will provide an overview of current  
research in the field and present ways to consider fatherhood as a critical factor in  
supporting victims of sexual violence, as role models related to healthy masculinity, and  
allies in the consent conversation.

Session 2C : Room 111



Communicating HIV Status: Disclosure, Criminalization and 
Consent 
Dr. Eric Mykhalovskiy, York University
Dr. Terry Humphreys, Trent University
Dr. Rosana Salvaterra, Peterborough County-City Health Unit
James Wilton, Ontario HIV Treatment Network 
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At no other time, in no other circumstance, are consenting adults required to disclose  
information about their health status or risk facing serious criminal charges. What happens 
when fear, lack of knowledge and good intentions collide?

This roundtable session will explore the intersections of social research on consent and 
communication, current Canadian legal expectations that people living with HIV disclose 
their status to sex partners, and scientific research on HIV transmission. Participants will be 
introduced to research on communication and negotiation of sexual interest and consent; 
build awareness of the impact of criminal charges on HIV prevention efforts; learn about 
the complexities of criminalization in the context of racialization, gender and gender-based 
violence; explore critical discussions of and response to HIV criminalization; and pose ques-
tions about how social research, sexual communication and coercion adds new dimensions 
to efforts confronting HIV criminalization.  

Session 2D : Room 115



“It was consensual but…” - Negotiating (non)Consent and (non)Desire in 
Women’s Sexual Encounters.
Emily Thomas, Dr. Monika Stelzl, Dr. Michelle Lafrance and Derek Cozzi, Ryerson University and St. 
Thomas University 
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Participants were women aged 19 to 28 who were invited to talk about exaggerating sexual pleasure. All women spoke of 
at least one negative sexual encounter despite being recruited to talk about consensual sex. The analysis for this poster 
explores how the interviewed women used and troubled available language to speak about negative sexual experiences 
that they did not explicitly label as rape, non-consensual or coercive. We highlight the linguistic ingenuity of the women’s 
attempts at meaning making in the absence of available language and at the same time we note the problems with  
existing language surrounding consent and desire. Participants used the same language to describe a range of  
experiences, from sex that was wanted yet unsatisfying to sex that was unwanted or unpleasant. Wen the same language 
is used to these differing experiences, unwanted experiences may be at risk of being passed off as simply not pleasurable. 

12:15 - Atrium : Peter Gzowski College

Demystifying What is Meant by the Age of Sexual Consent
Cst. Maureen Greyeyes-Brant and Chelsey Gervais-Ighorewo, Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Our presentation poster will be utilized as an educational resource for our RCMP membership and will also contribute to 
our Centre for Youth Crime Prevention (CYCP) youth initiatives. It will provide information to help demystify the  
misconceptions and/or confusion Canadian youth may be experiencing in understanding what is meant by the age of  
consent as it relates to sexual activity. This educational poster will provide insight into what consent means, how it can 
contribute to their healthy relationships, frequently asked questions, gender specific issues and an overview of the  
Canadian laws that are impacted by Canada’s new legal age of consent. 

Consent Workshops at the University of Windsor
Dr. Dusty Johnstone and Allison Cadwallader, University of Windsor

Teaching consent and the components of sexual violence is integral to the safety of all students on a university campus. 
According to current research, 1 in 4 women during their undergraduate degree will experience attempted or completed 
rape (Tjaden & Thoennes, 2000), with the first couple months of school being the highest risk timeframe for assaults to 
occur. In an effort to reach out to students at the earliest possible time, we developed a two-part interactive consent  
workshop designed for a non-academic audience, and delivered it to the students living in the University of Windsor’s 
student residences. The workshops each spanned approximately two hours over two separate nights, and outlined the  
differing definitions of what sex is, and is not; nonverbal communication; and outlining how alcohol can physically,  
emotionally, and psychologically impair us in ways that compromise consent. This poster will outline the activities and 
goals of the workshops. 



Sexual Abuse in Later Life - Intervention Resources for Service Providers and  
Partners in Care 
Raeann Rideout, Elder Abuse Ontario
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Elder Abuse ontario has developed training tools and resources for service providers and partners in care that provide  
in-depth information on the identification, intervention and response to sexual violence of older adults. The poster will 
highlight key issues to consider when supporting older women who are victims of sexual assault, including barriers to 
reporting, communication strategies, safety planning and legal obligations for reporting. The presentation will also  
incorporate issues of ageism, capacity to consent, as well as the rights of older adults when sexual abuse occurs. 

12:30 - Atrium : Peter Gzowski College

Rape Culture and the Millennial Generation 
Katelyn Troastle, Cindy Struckman-Johnston, and Dave Struckman-Johnston, University of South 
Dakota 
Using an anonymous online convenience sample survey with a sample size of over 250 college students administered 
through PsychData and SONA system, this study aims to understand the nature and value attached to sexual consent 
among millennials. Seeking insights into the rape culture specifically at University of South Dakota, we use statistical 
analyses to pinpoint variables that may play a role in the development of rape culture. The survey asked participants to 
rate the importance of several variables (specific amounts of alcohol consumption, emotional stress, and peer pressure) in 
seeking consent and in the ability to provide consent. Participants were 74 males, 167 females, and two who identified as 
other. Data analyses investigated differences by gender, Greek membership, and average weekly alcohol consumption of 
the respondents. This study will be comparing ratings of acceptability of sexual consent situations by asking a serious of 
questions that vary by word choice of ‘swayed,’ ‘persuaded’ and ‘pressured.’

Lessons from Behind the Door - A Community Needs Assessment Addressing 
the Response to and Prevention of Sexual Violence Against Women and Girls 
in the City and County of Peterborough
Lisa Clarke, et al, Kawartha Sexual Assault Centre 
In 2014-15, Kawartha Sexual Assault Centre and partners conducted a community-based, ethics reviewed needs  
assessment, funded through Status of Women Canada, investigating access to community-based services in the prevention 
of and response to sexual violence against women and girls in the City and County of Peterborough. The research team 
interviewed 162 community service leaders and front line service providers in focus groups, 28 survivors of sexual  
violence in person, and 96 survivors of sexual violence through an online survey. Using a mixed method, participatory 
action approach, the team describes three overarching themes arising from the research, six sub-themes and recommends 
next steps for response and prevention work in the City and County of Peterborough. 



Neurobiology of Trauma - Implications on Sexual Assault 
and Consent 
Diana Tikasz, Hamilton Health Sciences
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In the last 20 years, the field of neuroscience has grown exponentially. Neuroscience  
research has given us a clearer understanding of how our bodies and brains respond to 
stress and threat. What happens in the nervous system when someone must protect or 
sustain themselves during the threat of sexual assault? What can neuroscience tell us about 
memory, trauma, our response to violence and survival?

Session 2E : Room 115



Self-care as Warfare - The Art of Healthy Queer  
Relationships 
anya gwynne, Rainbow Youth @PARN
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This interactive workshop explores ideas surrounding self-advocacy, communication and 
consent specifically for those who identify as LGBTQ or those working with LGBTQ youth; 
with a focus on how to encourage conversations that youth want, but may struggle to have 
due to lack of validation and visibility. With a strong grounding in consent and sex  
positivity, we will use self-care as a framework to discuss the unique factors present for 
many who identify as LGBTQ.

Together we will gain comfort in using consent and self-advocacy as a framework for  
conversations about health and wellness, develop new tools and strategies to use when 
working with LGBTQ youth populations, and engage in sex-positive self-care activities in an 
inclusive environment. 

Session 2F : Room 111



Consent is in the Curriculum, So How Do We Teach It? 
Shannon Salisbury, University of Toronto/OISE 
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This interactive session will engage educators, guardians and youth in a conversation  
covering the challenges, opportunities, frustrations, and strategies for implementing  
consent-based learning. Changes to the Ontario Health and Physical Education curriculum 
have made schools responsible for teaching consent in elementary grades. In spite of ample 
media coverage of community support (and rejection) of the revised curriculum, practical 
discussions about teacher training, implementation and assessment are still in the early 
stages. 

In this presentation, we will review the specific learning expectations related to consent 
education in the Ontario curriculum; describe how issues of consent, body autonomy, and 
sexual violence have been addressed in the past; collaboratively develop effective  
strategies for implementation and evaluation of consent education; analyse community 
critiques that complicate implementation of education; address challenges of implementing 
the curriculum in schools; and identify community and professional resources to support 
consent education in school contexts. 

Session 2G : Room 117



Complexities of Youth Victimization and Criminalization Panel 
Emily Chan, Justice for Children and Youth  
Pearl Rimer, Boost Child & Youth Advocacy Centre 

@consent2016 :  page 32

Sexual Consent Conference 2016
AfTerNooN sessioN preseNTer : DAy 2

In this panel presentation, we will look at the complexities of youth victimization and  
criminalization. Pearl Rimer will focus on youth victimization from a prevention and  
developmental viewpoint: how child and youth victimization displays cognitive differences 
from adults and how prevention messages must focus on developmental stages. Emily Chan 
will then review the various components of the law that impact young people as they learn 
to navigate the complexities of sexual consent, the law, and social media. The panel will 
present the legal complications for youth and homeless youth who have been  
victimized, the criminal court process for victimized youth and criminalized youth who have 
been victimized, and the availability of legal resources for youth victims. 

Session 2H : Room 112
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